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Rotary OM plowing snow again, January 12,1974, Photo by Bill Moyers
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ROTARY O=M STEAMS AGAILN

For the first time in years, the shrill whistle of Rotary
Snowplow O-M echoed on the "heights" of Cumbres. Rotary 0-=M
departed Chama under steam at approximately 11:00 A.M. on Jan-
uary 12th, being pushed by the reliable old engine #U487,

The event hardly went unnoticed, as persons clogged the
highway outside Chama, Fifty tickets to ride the train were
sold out. Persons riding the train were treated to several
photo runs, made difficult to prospective photographers by the
necessity of having to traverse several yards of deep powdered
genow, Needless to say, few were discouraged by this minor
obstacle as no one wanted to miss this spectacle of narrow
gauge railroading.

And what a spectacle! With air pump barking, whistle
shreiking, and snow flying, the BS5-year-o0ld rotary went to
work clearing the line of its blanket of snew, The train pro-
gressed only as far as “"the narrows", about 4 miles out of
Chama, where it was declded to strike a retreat when the rota-
ry became low on coal.



.

Previously, the operation of a Rotary Snowplow on the
pass had been witnessed by few. The reason for this is that
whenever a rotary was needed to open the pass, the highway
was almost always closed.

The last time the D&RGW used a rotary snowplow over the
pass was in March 1962, when Rotary 0-Y made a round trip from
Alamosa to Chama and return. Engines 483, 487 and 488 were
used on this operation (all this equipment is presently owned
by the C&TS RR). In the years following, the D&RCW decided
to shut down the narrow gauge for the winter rather than run
a rotary to clear the line of snow. Therefore the operation
of Rotary 0-M was the first time in a dozen years that one ef
the eld steam-powered rotaries has lumbered forth to do battle
with the elements on Cumbres.

014 0-M had sat for years unused in the Chama yard and as one
might imagine, a great deal of work was required to put O0-M
into operating condition, however few people realize that
it was all volunteer labor which accomplished this task.

In 1972 volunteers of the NGRRA undertook the exterior
restoration of 0-M, A new roof was installed, new glass,
new paint and lettering. The last two summers the old rotary
has been a spectacle of attention while spending its days on
display atop Cumbres (surely an unfamiliar locale to the
vererable 0-M during the warmer months).

This winter it was decided by C&TS employees who had
been laid off for the winter to work on 0-M to put it into
operable condition. This was no small task and those responsi-
ble deserve a hardy thanks.

Persons who rode the train were charged $25.00 and others
were asked to donate $5.00. The money raised will be used to
finance special trains in the future. No one who worked on the
rotary or worked on the train crew were paid. Contributors
n{ gasaengera received a reproduction of 0-M"'s 1889 builder's
plate,

Almost all concerned had to be pleased to Be able to wit-
ness such an event. Certainly no one could be dissatisfied

with the efforts of-0-M, as the old rotary turned in a fault-
less performance,

NGRRA SPFEEDER- Sam Wood, Gary Breeding and Bob Smith brought
the speeder which Dan Pyzel donated to the NGRRA from Antonito
to Albuquerque on Jan.27th. The engine is now being torn down
for inspection and rebuilding with new rings and gaskets. It
appears to be in outstandi condition, especially considering
it has been sitting unused in the open for two years It was
buried in a snowdrift when it was picked up. The engine will
be installed in the frame of the speeder donated by Ken Fruitt
which is already narrowed. It is also dismantled so if you want
to help reassemble it you might give Jerry DeWitt a call at
(505)296-2121 or Bob Smith at (505)266-3886.

C&TS FHOTOGRAFHS

A photographic production Co. in Albuquerque (TARGLEWOCD)
is offering through the NGRRA a collection of TEN dramatic pho-
tographs of the C&TS operation over the last 3 years. These
black and white photos are reproduced on 8 X 10 inch double
weight paper suitable for framing.

All 3 working engines (483, 484, and 487) are shown in
typical operation. Included are such scenes8 as a double-header
at Cresco Tank, a misty morning on Cumbres, and a full speed
run on the Antonito Prairie. These and the other seven photos
are described in a list and map which accompany the photo-
graphs

1 The NGRRA is sharing in profits from the collectlon sold
to NGRRA members. Be sure to include a statement of associ
membership whether ordering from this announcement ©or from the
Model Railroader, (Marchh Cost is $4.50 (plus 75¢ postage &

handling). Orders should be sent to TANGLEWOOD, P.0. BOX 5506
ALBUQUERQUE, NM B87115. MASTERCHARGE & BANKAMERICARD WELCOME.
Flease include all raised credit card numbers.

THE NGRRA TELLTALE IS PUBLISHED BY THE NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD
ASSOCIATION, INC. P.0. BOXA4566, ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO, 87106
AND AVAILBLE TO MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING WITH THE NGRRA
EDITED BYesvovonvosscssnvensssss.B3ILL MOYERS



LAST MINUTE NEWSs j11s have been introduced in the Colorado
and New Mexico legislatures to appropriate money for the main-
tenance of the C&T3 Railroad. =“ach state would appropriate
%100,000 for a total of %200, 000.

At present the Mew Mexico bill has passed both houses
of the legislature and is awaiting the governor's signature,
while the Colorado bill is still before the legislature.

Plans for the money include renovation of the Chama and
Cresco water tanks, reworking of the Osier water system, work
on Ehe depot and enginehouse in Chama, bridge, trestle and track
work, ete.

For those who would like to take an active part in the
C&TS (financially,that is), Scenic Railways, the concessionaire
operating the C&TS is offering stock in their compan;. The
price per share is $5.00 per share. The minimum amount of
shares available to each person is 100, For more information,
write to Scenic Railways, Box 789, Chama, New Mexico 87520.

CAR NUMBERS- For the railfan or modeler, we bring you an up-
to-date and corrected list of the C&TS passenger cars with their
original numbers,etc.

C&TS # D&RGW_# YEAR CONVERTED PRESENT TYPE

200 3339 1970-71 coachl

201 742 1971 1

202 3537 1971 Y

20 3719 1971 =

2 36473 1971 1

205 3475 1971 .

206 3278 1971 (recon. 1973) %

207 1k 1971 Y

208 3064 1971 .

209 36C5 1971 "

210 3156 1971 -

211 69 1972 i

212 3316 1972 "

21 76 1972-73 T

21 3161 1972-73 2

248 3071 1972 22 pass.-RR's

249 3244 1972 o

250 3527 2

251 3405 - ; 2

300 1746 1972 open air car
(ne seats)

Loo 3591 snack car

3254 3254 Ogier Rest=-

room car

lcar no. 200 was the prototype for the boxcar-coach series 200-214

2Car no. 300 was converted from high-side gondola no. 1746,
all other cares were converted from 3000 series boxcars.
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MIVMBERSHIP ACCESSOHLES

g 8 5 B % & 88 s R F RS A e D e e

3e NGRRA 3 oclor clota membership patch Li'w x 3% $ 1.00
- 9 C4T3 originel cloth patoh (for caps) 2i"n x 2% $ .50
% NORAA 1icensce pletes 67 x 12%, 3 salor, Stesl $ 250
ie NGRRA hardi hat emblem, 3 colar, 3-D plastioe $ 5
5. FGRAA member identification badges, =0 plastic sngraved
2:® x 2}" WOARA emblem and your name lnp'nnd in Red on waite
Speaifys 4. Fires apl Last nams to appoar (please print)
F. Type of clasp H‘f Standard pin clasp § 2,75 *
Hf Military typs pins § 2.65 ¢
6. Job or poeition shingles {with jump rings to hang om sbove) -
Volunteer Oar ACSendmMnt.cssesccrscsscsssssonserasnes $ bo*
: | Chapter Vice=president
3 Ghapter Secretary (Specify erea)... $ B0,
Hﬂ‘imu T {Spnﬂif','f foi‘.J SFra RSP EA R PARS s .u [ 3
T Style *C* Smell Buekle NGRRA emblem on Black background .
Fits up to 1}* wide belts.(Specify for Mons or womens belt) § 6.50 ¢
8. Style *B® Large buckle NORRA emblem with your nams as specified
Fita up to 2" wide dulta,
Specifys A. First end Last Name to eppear (FPleass print)

B, ¥or ude on mens or wawens belt
(Mens style furnianed if no other request noted)
C. Type of tleck background desired
Smooth glosa black
Leathsr groin bleck 2, ,....... ¥ 6759

All buokles are steel backed with =D plastie cverlsya. &

b NGHRA official Caxr Attendsnt and work jaaket.
Dark gray with side pockets and zmipper front, FORRA oloth
emblem ani name embroidsred in Hed Seript,
Specifys A.Nome.. First and Last (print plesss)

B.Simeee S« M. L. X.. Siﬂ.ﬂ
ivl!‘II-."I‘l'..i'F."I"l-lilditlpi.ﬂjtjl'-q.itlii
Add for postags as follows og all orderss - Fetches only . _...... $ .20

Postege and inourance J3rd class
Exocept Jackets _ __ {ht clens ﬁ
- AT Majl $ 100

Flease make 'I*Hﬂ'l Payebis tor NGRSA (Mewbership Aocsssoriea)
® Jtems marked:s allow 3 woeks for delivery es they ars custom
m“ k mr. BEEE e ...l'.-“"" L M le
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